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PRECHT: Iran's troubles (we didn't call it a revolution until it was over) had started in January when the
Shah's people and newspapers insulted Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini, and religious students
demonstrated in Qum at the seminary. A number were shot, touching off a series of mourning
demonstrations. They began in January and at intervals of three or forty days there would be mourning
marches, in Tehran, Tabriz, and other cities. Each time the troops would crack down and there would be
more commemorations for those who were killed. The country was getting out of hand, and the Shah was
getting nervous. He began promising a more liberalized regime. Unfortunately, people weren't buying
that.

I had been concerned about what was happening in Iran. The Embassy indicated some worry, but the
press, which was not represented in Tehran by American reporters, downplayed the incidents. US papers
had stringers who we always thought had dual employment, the other employer being SAVAK, the secret
police. So, the level of concern was muted at best. In June when I came on board, things had, in fact,
quieted down. The mourning ceremonies had come to an end. There was tension but not recurring
violence.
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