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! Civil disobedience is the active, professed refusal to obey certain laws, demands, and commands of a
government, or of an occupying international power. Civil disobedience is commonly, though not always, defined
as being nonviolent resistance. It is one form of civil resistance. In its most nonviolent form (in India, known as
ahimsa or satyagraha) it could be said that it is compassion in the form of respectful disagreement. One of its
earliest massive implementations was brought about by Egyptians against the British occupation in the 1919
Revolution. Civil disobedience is one of the many ways people have rebelled against what they deem to be unfair
laws.

Thoreau's 1849 essay "Resistance to Civil Government" was eventually renamed "Essay on Civil Disobedience."
After his landmark lectures were published in 1866, the term began to appear in numerous sermons and lectures
relating to slavery and the war in Mexico. Thus, by the time Thoreau's lectures were first published under the title
"Civil Disobedience," in 1866, four years after his death, the term had achieved fairly widespread usage.
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